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of India has held that Sri Guru Granth Sahib is a juristic
person.... The Court held categorically that Guru Granth
Sahib could not be equated with an idol, as idol worship is
contrary to the Sikh principles. Thus, it clearly maintains
and upholds the separate, unique and independent
identity of Sikhism. It was held that no doubt, the Sikh
scripture is a sacred book but it cannot be equated with
the sacred books of other religions as the reverence of
Guru Granth Sahib is based on different conceptual faith,
belief and application. It is the living and eternal Guru of
Sikhs. Before referring to the arguments of the parties,
the Court examined the Sikh history and principles to hold
Guru Granth Sahib a juristic person. It noted, “Sikhism
grew because of the vibrating divinity of Guru Nanak ji
and the succeeding Gurus, and the wealth of all their
teachings is contained in ‘Guru Granth Sahib’. The last of
the living Gurus was Guru Gobind Singh ji who recorded
the sanctity of ‘Guru Granth Sahib’ and gave it the
recognition of a living Guru. Thereafter it remained not
only a sacred book but is reckoned as a living Guru.””
AIR 1973 P&H 470** para
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